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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



1 . Claims 12, 13, 16, and 17 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 12 recites a "recording apparatus", and claim 1 recites "a recording 
medium". Since claim 12 is dependent from claim 1, claim 12, in order to be 
proper, must also be directed to a "recording medium". 

• Claim 13 recites a "regenerating apparatus", and claim 1 recites "a recording 
medium". Since claim 1 3 is dependent from claim 1 , claim 1 3, in order to be 
proper, must also be directed to a "recording medium". 

• Claim 16 recites a "regenerating apparatus", and claim 14 recites "a recording 
medium". Since claim 16 is dependent from claim 14, claim 16, in order to be 
proper, must also be directed to a "recording medium". 

• Claim 17 recites a "regenerating apparatus", and claim 15 recites "a recording 
medium". Since claim 17 is dependent from claim 15, claim 17, in order to be 
proper, must also be directed to a "recording medium". 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



1. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

As to claim 1 , the claim recites "only one of the first file management information 
and the second file management infomnation includes the management information for 
managing the recording area of the first file and the recording area of the second file." It 
is unclear whether both the first file management information and the second file 
management information include the management infomiation for managing the 
recording area of the first file and the recording area of the second file, or whether one 
of, but not both of the first file management information and the second file 
management information includes the management information for managing the 
recording area of the first file and the recording area of the second file. For purposes of 
examination, the Office assumes that one of, but not both of the first file management 
information and the second file management information includes the management 
information for managing the recording area of the first file and the recording area of the 
second file. 

3. Claims 7 and 1 0 recite the limitations "the attribute information" and "the file 
attribute". There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 
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4. Claim 13 recites the limitation "the data" in lines 1 and 3 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claims 14 and 15 recite the limitations "the directory relating to the first file 
recording area" and "the directory relating to the second file recording area". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 

6. Claims 16 and 17 recite the limitations "the directory that relates to the first file 
recording area" and "the directory that relates to the second file recording area". There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 101 

7. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 1 recites "A recording medium on which a file for storing write data and file 
management information for managing the file are recorded" which appears to be non- 
functional descriptive material stored on a computer readable medium. It is unclear how 



Application/Control Number: 10/699,384 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2168 

information, absent a program or processing hardware, can manage a file. Because 
information is non-functional descriptive material, it is unable to manage infomnation. A 
claim must not be directed merely as "non-functional descriptive material stored on a 
computer readable medium", but must instead be either "a series of steps to be 
performed on a computer", or, "a machine or manufacturer for performing a process." 

Claims 2-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are dependent from 
the rejected independent claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ohmori 
(U.S. Patent Number 5,687,397). 

As to claim 1 , Ohmori teaches a recording medium on which a file for storing 
write data and file management information for managing the file are recorded (see 
Abstract), wherein; 
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first file management information for managing a first file and second file 
management infomriation for managing a second file that is different from the first file 
management information are recorded as the file management infomriation (col. 2 lines 
24-31), the number of files manageable by the second file management information is 
larger than the number of files manageable by the first file management information 
(col. 1 lines 23-25 describe the first file information accommodates a relatively small 
number of files, for example 255 files, col. 1 lines 38-39 describe the second file 
management information accommodates a large number of data files.), and only one of 
the first file management Information and the second file management infomriation 
includes the management information for managing the recording area of the first file 
and the recording area of the second file (col. 3 lines 55-58 describes that the 
recordable area used for user data is defined in the management information for audio 
data, indicating that the management infomriation for audio data includes the 
management infomiation for managing the recording area of both the audio data and 
user data). 

As to claim 2, Ohmori teaches the first file is an AV file and the second file is a 
PC file (col. 3 lines 33-37. where AV file is read on audio data, and PC file is read on 
user data). 



As to claim 3, Ohmori teaches the first file management information comprises a 
plurality of different tables (col. 8 lines 14-19 indicates the first file management 
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information includes a table of contents for audio data, labeled A-UTOC in Figure 3. 
Figure 3 indicates that each entry of the A-UTOC includes a table of pointers ("PTRS 
TO M-DATA" in Fig. 3)). 

As to claim 4, Ohmori teaches the second file management infonnation is 
structured without table (col. 8 lines 31-35 indicates that the second file management 
information, D-UTOC includes a directory structure including a root directory and child 
directories. Directories are structured hierarchically, as opposed to tabularly). 

As to claim 5, Ohmori teaches the first file management infonnation and the 
second file management information comprise a plurality of different tables respectively 
(Figure 3 shows the first file information (A-UTOC) and the second file management 
information (D-UTOC) comprising a plurality of different tables). 

As to claim 6, Ohmori teaches the first file management infomnation includes the 
management infonnation for managing the second file management information (col. 3 
lines 55-58). 



As to claim 7, Ohmori teaches the first file management information includes the 
attribute Information for indicating the file attribute (col. 4 lines 17-19). 
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As to claim 8, Ohmori teaches the attribute information is the file name (col. 1 
lines 35-39). 

As to claim 9, Ohmori teaches the second file management information includes 
the management infonmatlon for managing the first file management information (col. 3 
lines 55-58). 

As to claim 10, Ohmori teaches the second file management information includes 
the attribute information for indicating the file attribute (col. 3 lines 55-58). 

As to claim 1 1 , Ohmori teaches the attribute infomnation is the file name (col. 3 
lines 55-58). 

As to claim 12, Ohmori teaches a recording apparatus for recording depending 
on the type of data to be written to the first file or the second file of the recording 
medium as claimed in claim 1 (col. 2 lines 42-50). 

As to claim 13, Ohmori teaches a regenerating apparatus that reads the data 
from the first file or the second file of the recording medium as claimed in claim 1 and 
regenerates the data (col. 2 lines 32-41). 
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As to claim 14, Ohmorl teaches a recording medium having the directory relating 
to the first file recording area and the directory relating to the second file recording area, 
wherein the first file management Information as described In claim 1 1s fomned In the 
directory structure (Figure 16, col. 18 lines 3-5 shows first file management infomnatlon 
formed in a directory structure). 

As to claim 15, Ohmorl teaches a recording medium having the directory relating 
to the first file recording area and the directory relating to the second file recording area, 
wherein the second file management Infomnatlon as described In claim 1 1s fomied In 
the directory structure (col. 4 lines 1 1-12, a directory is recorded in the second 
management infomiatlon). 

As to claim 16, Ohmorl teaches a regenerating apparatus for regenerating the 
recording medium as claimed in claim 14, wherein the directory that relates to the first 
file recording area is displayed and the directory that relates to the second file recording 
area Is not displayed when the directory of the first file management Information is 
displayed on a monitor (col. 6 lines 52-55). 

As to claim 1 , Ohmori teaches a regenerating apparatus for regenerating the 
recording medium as claimed in claim 15, wherein the directory that relates to the 
second file recording area is displayed and the directory that relates to the first file 
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recording area is not displayed when the directory of the second file management 
information is displayed on a monitor (col. 6 lines 52-55). 



Conclusion 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• U.S. Publication 2002/01 59369 A1 , issued to Tol et al, for teaching a method for 
storing data on a disc, allowing compatibility between different file systems. 

• U.S. Publication 20030233381 Al , issued to Sugimura et al, for teaching a file 
management method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul J. Sommerfeld whose telephone number is 571 
272-6545. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:45 am - 4:15pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim T. Vo can be reached on 571 272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/699,384 



Page 11 



Art Unit: 2168 

Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
publisiied applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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